
CHIVVY 

-MICHAEL ROSEN 

Critical Analysis: 

The poem "Chivvy" by Michael Rosen provides a vivid portrayal of the 
dynamic between grown-ups and children, focusing on the myriad of 
instructions and prohibitions adults often impose on young minds. The 
repetitive directives—such as "Speak up," "Don’t talk with your mouth full," 
and "Say thank you"—illustrate the parental desire to inculcate social 
etiquette and proper behavior. This constant guidance reflects the theme of 
the parent-child relationship, where adults play a pivotal role in shaping 
children's manners and habits. 

The final lines of the poem highlight the contradictory behavior of adults 
who, after constantly giving instructions, suddenly expect children to make 
decisions independently. This abrupt shift is challenging for children who 
aren't accustomed to autonomy. It underscores the importance of adults 
knowing when to step back and allow children to learn through experience, 
fostering their decision-making skills and personal growth. Balancing 
guidance with independence is crucial for developing confident and capable 
individuals. 

The underlying theme of the grown-ups' intentions is to mold children into 
individuals who are socially acceptable and admired, thus ensuring they are 
not subject to negative judgment. The insistence on polite behavior and 
proper conduct is driven by a protective instinct to shield children from 
societal censure. 

Nevertheless, the poem implicitly advocates for a balance between 
guidance and autonomy. While the instructions aim to perfect children's 
behavior, the final question implies that over-regulation can stifle personal 
growth. It suggests that it is equally crucial for grown-ups to recognize when 
to step back, allowing children to learn from their own experiences. This 
balance is essential for nurturing well-rounded, determined personalities 
capable of making independent decisions and facing the world confidently. 
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